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Laura’s Key
By Anne-Marie Reidy

2019

Anne-Marie Reidy is an educator and author based out of Washington, D.C. “Laura’s Key” shares the story of
a young girl who feels defeated after her experiences with her 6th grade soccer team. Skill Focus: In this
lesson, you’ll practice analyzing theme. Analyzing theme means paying attention to topics or big ideas that
come up in a text. As you read, take notes on how Laura’s attitude changes throughout the story and what
message this reveals.

At Piedmont Middle School, a kid could run track

or play tennis, but everyone wanted to be on the

soccer team. Piedmont and the surrounding

towns were pretty small, so instead of having

separate girls and boys teams, each school had

one co-ed squad. Laura had dreamed of earning

glory for the Falcons — or “Los Halcones,” as most

people called them — ever since the Lrst grade,

when her older brother Toni scored the winning

goal in the county middle school championship.

Now he was away at college on a soccer

scholarship, and Laura wanted to be the next

Martinez to dazzle the whole county with World

Cup-level displays of soccer wizardry. The day she

joined the team as a sixth-grader, she felt like she could My.

But, unfortunately, her joy didn’t last. She spent most of the season on the bench.

Walking to the car after the last game of the season, Laura tried to smile at her mother. Having spent

yet another game sitting on the bench, Laura hadn’t even broken a sweat. “Well, at least you don’t have

to wash my uniform,” she joked, but she could feel tears in her eyes.

“Oh, mija,”
1

her mother sighed, “you’ll have another chance. You’ll see.”

Laura could only shake her head as she climbed into the backseat.

Lying in bed that night, Laura thought back to her Lrst game, the day of her huge mistake.

“Pass, pass, pass!”

“Clear that ball!”

[1]

[5]

1. term of love meaning “my daughter”

1



Voices yelled from every side. Laura hovered nervously in front of the goal as both teams charged
down the >eld. A boy on the opposing team had the ball when a battle for possession broke out a few
feet from her. Green and blue uniforms swirled around her, and Laura could barely keep track of the
ball. Then, suddenly, it came her way!

“Laura, I’m open!” one of her teammates called from near the sideline. A quick, easy pass and the ball
would be away from their goal, the danger over. Laura drew back her foot and kicked.

But the ball went in the completely wrong direction! Straight to an enemy in blue, who quickly shot it
into the corner of the net, scoring. As the other team high->ved by the goal, Laura cringed from the
laser beam stares of her own teammates.

The coach had benched Laura for the rest of the game. When Los Halcones lost 1-0, she was crushed.

If Laura hadn’t been too ashamed to tell Toni that she was a failure, she would have quit the team that

day. In practice, no one passed her the ball. The best players on the team would steal the ball from her

and leave her in their dust. As she sat on the bench for game after game, Laura began to think only

one Martinez was meant to be a soccer star.

Now that the season was over, she just wanted to forget about soccer. She clearly wasn’t good enough

to play with Los Halcones, and that was that.

A few days later, Laura’s mother found her sprawled on the couch, watching music videos on her

phone.

“You’d be better oO watching soccer videos, mija,” her mother said.

“What for?” Laura said, rolling her eyes. “Watching videos won’t help me.”

“Oh, really?” Her mother put her hands on her hips, which usually meant somebody better shape up. “I

saw that boy take the ball from you in practice last week, Laura. No one ever takes the ball from Tobin

Heath.
2

You could learn a lot from watching videos of her dribbling.”

“That won’t work,” Laura whined. “I need someone to watch me and tell me how I can improve. I can’t

get better by myself.”

Sighing, her mom sank down on the couch. “Laura, for every lock, there is a key. We just have to Lnd it.”

After a moment, she added, “What if I Llm you during practice to help you Lnd ways to improve?”

“But the season’s over, Mom. No more practice, remember?”

“The best players keep practicing even when the season’s over,” her mother said. “You remember Toni

spending all summer bouncing a ball oO his head in the driveway. That boy used to run ten miles a day

in the Arizona summer sun. You think he did that for fun?”

“But to practice plays I need at least one other person,” Laura protested.

[10]

[15]

[20]

2. member of women’s national soccer team and the Portland Thorns National Women’s Soccer League team
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Her mother patted her on the knee. “We’ll Lnd that key, too,” she said. “Let’s just start with the

dribbling.”

The next day was Saturday. Laura’s mother shook her awake early. “Come on, Laura, let’s go! Your

breakfast is on the table, and then it’s soccer time.”

Rubbing sleep from her eyes, Laura stumbled out of bed. She pulled on shorts and a t-shirt, her pursed

lips and Mared nostrils broadcasting her mood. But once she’d Lnished a plate of her father’s famous

scrambled eggs with jalapeños and warm tortillas, she rushed to the closet to dig out her cleats. Could I

really become a better soccer player? she wondered.

Laura ran to get a soccer ball from the garage, but her mother said, “We won’t be needing that.”

“Why not?” Laura asked.

“You’ll see. Come on!” Her mother strode down the street with a tote bag over shoulder and a jumbo

box of trash bags under her arm.

Frowning, Laura followed her mother to a vacant lot a few blocks from their house. Though the lot was

certainly big enough to practice dribbling, it was also full of weeds, old tires, rusty beer cans, and take-

out cartons. Laura raised her eyebrows. “You want me to practice here?”

Her mother handed her a big black trash bag and a pair of thick gardening gloves. “You do too much

sitting around watching YouTube, mija,” she said, pulling on her own gloves. “If you squat down each

time you grab something, your legs will get stronger and faster. Let them try to catch you then!”

It took all weekend to clear the lot. Late Sunday afternoon, Laura stood next to her mother, gazing out

at the newly cleared ground. Her legs burned when she moved, so she supposed they must be getting

stronger. She caught her mother’s eye, and they shared a big grin.

Laura built a rickety goal with scrap wood and duct tape. It looked like she could knock it over by

sneezing, but it was good enough for her to practice shooting. She and her mother developed a

routine: each weeknight before dinner, they headed to the lot for one hour. Laura practiced dribbling

by dodging around a course of old tires, pretending she was protecting the ball from some of the best

players in the world: Messi, Neymar, and Suarez.
3

She practiced shooting, imagining that Tim Howard
4

was staring her down from the goal. Her mother recorded everything, chuckling to herself. Between

the uneven ground, bad lighting, and mosquitoes, Laura made more faces than a ventriloquist.
5

At Lrst, when they sat down to watch the videos, they doubled over in laughter. But Laura began to be

able to see her mistakes, like the way she leaned back too far when she shot the ball. As spring

blossomed into summer, she struggled to correct what she saw. Her mother told her she was

improving, but when Laura watched the videos, all she saw was those same mistakes, over and over.

Like a pot of water on the stovetop, Laura’s frustration bubbled hotter and hotter.

[25]

[30]

3. refers to Lionel Messi, Neymar da Silva Santos Junior, and Luis Suarez, three of the top professional soccer players in

the national league

4. goalkeeper in the American professional soccer league

5. A person who can make sounds that seem to come from a puppet or a person or animal; they change their faces to

react to what the puppet says.
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When summer vacation began, Laura was spending every day down at the sandlot soccer Leld,

practicing her moves. Her mother would come to Llm her after work. They must have looked crazy:

Laura running up and down the lot kicking a ball and her mom, still in her suit and heels from the

oNce, jogging after her with a smartphone in her hand.

One evening, Laura was running down the sideline when she heard, “Uh, Laura? What are you doing?”

She stopped, panting, and saw it was Dequan, a boy in her grade at school, and a couple of other kids

from the neighborhood.

“I’m perfecting my dribble against imaginary defenders,” Laura said. She laughed when she saw the

looks on their faces. Then she asked, “I don’t suppose any of you want to practice with me?”

“I would,” said Dequan, “but, uh, they wouldn’t take me on Los Halcones because I don’t run fast

enough.”

“Oh, I have the key to open that door!” said Laura. “I used to be so slow, but my mom taught me how to

get faster by strengthening my leg muscles.” She ducked her head and peered out at Dequan from

behind her bangs. “I can show you how, if you want.”

“Dope!” Dequan said. “I have a net we can set up at the other end of the Leld, too.”

Isabel, who lived a few blocks over from Laura, said, “I want to play! I can kick the ball anywhere I want

to, but... I don’t really understand the rules.” Her cheeks reddened as she lowered her eyes, and Laura

knew why. In their neighborhood, not understanding soccer was like not knowing two plus two!

“No worries, I can teach you,” Laura assured her. “I spent so much of last season on the bench that I

basically have the rulebook memorized.” Laura rolled her eyes and let out a theatrical groan.
6

Isabel smiled. “Cool! I bet I could get my little brother and his friends to play, if you want.”

Dejuan said, “Yeah, my ten-year-old sister will want to play, too. And we could take turns recording

video when your mom’s at work — then everyone would get a chance to play.”

Laura spun around to where her mother was standing and was surprised to see she had put her

phone away and picked up her purse. Time had Mown by so quickly! “Okay, mija, it’s dinner time. We

gotta go.” Smiling at Isabel and Dequan, she added, “You kids make sure you bring plenty of water with

you tomorrow — maybe oranges, too. You know how hot it gets, running around in the sun!”

Laura waved goodbye to her new practice buddies and skipped after her mother. When she caught up,

her mother winked at her. “See, Laura? A key for every lock.”

Laura met Dequan and Isabel the next morning, and they’d each brought siblings or friends along.

Laura’s mom had packed her old red wagon full of water and oranges for snacks. They started their

practice with the squats and sprints Laura’s mother had recommended for strong legs, and then

practiced passing the ball to each other. They missed a lot of passes, but everyone encouraged each

other and tried their best.

[35]

[40]

[45]

6. dramatic emotion
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Laura never knew soccer practice could be so much fun. As she walked home for dinner, she thought, I

really hope they all come back tomorrow!

They did come back, and, as the summer days passed, more friends from the neighborhood joined in.

The kids took turns being the “oNcial videographer” and, on rainy days when they couldn’t play, they

gathered at Laura’s house to watch the videos.

That summer, Laura’s feelings about soccer were like a rollercoaster: one moment she would feel like

Carli Lloyd
7

smashing in a goal, but the next she would trip over her own feet and land in the dirt.

Sometimes she didn’t even want to get up. It was like Los Halcones practice all over again.

But there was one big diOerence between those practices and these. When she landed on her face,

Dequan pulled her back up, asking, “Okay, cap?”
8

When one of her passes went awry, Mying oO toward

who-knew-where, Isabel would joke, “Hey, I’m over here! It’s too hot to run after crazy balls!” They

discussed plays and techniques with her, helped her identify her errors, and shared suggestions on

how she could improve. Some evenings, wincing while her mother cleaned her latest scrapes with

rubbing alcohol, Laura thought about quitting. But when she pictured her friends at the sandlot Leld,

waiting for her to appear, she knew she couldn’t desert them.

One afternoon they were practicing passing — still Laura’s weakest skill — when Isabel called out, “Hey,

Laura, I think you have a visitor!”

Looking to the side of the Leld, Laura thought she would see her mother, home early from work. But

instead she saw a tall, lean young man with a huge smile. “TONI!”

Full of excitement, she dashed towards her big brother. Laughing, he scooped her up in his arms. “Hey,

little Lalu, when’d you get so tall?” he laughed. “I gotta ask Dad what he’s been feeding you.”

Laura squeezed him hard. “I thought that college coach was going to keep you practicing soccer all

summer and you’d never get to come home!”

Toni smiled and held her at arm’s length, admiring how Lt and brown she was. “Believe me, I needed

the practice, but I also needed some of Dad’s huevos y jalapeños.
9

And when I heard my little sis was

starting her own soccer empire, I decided to come check it out. Wait till Los Halcones see you in

September!”

Laura’s heart fell. In her embarrassment, she had avoided telling Toni about how she blew it with Los
Halcones. What would he think when he knew his little sister was a failure?

Seeing her facial expression, Toni frowned. “Lalu, what is it? Suddenly you look like your best friend just

moved to Alaska.”

Laura knew she couldn’t put it oO any longer; she had to tell him. Waving to Isabel, she pointed toward

Toni and then toward her house. Isabel nodded and waved goodbye.

[50]

[55]

7. American women’s soccer player; two-time Olympic gold medalist; two-time FIFA Women’s World Cup champion

8. “Cap” refers to “captain,” as in the team captain.

9. eggs and jalapenos
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Grabbing her water bottle, Laura started walking toward the house and tried to Lgure out where to

begin.

“Toni, I don’t know if they’re going to let me play on Los Halcones next year. I messed up so badly —

everyone on the team hates me!” Toni snorted, but Laura plowed on with her story: the missed pass,

the goal, and the loss in front of the whole school. By the end, she was barely whispering, tears

running through the practice dust that coated her cheeks. “I’m so sorry, Toni. I didn’t mean to let you

down.”

Toni stopped walking and crouched down, turning Laura by her shoulders so that they were face-to-

face. He gently wiped the tears from her cheeks. “How could you ever say that? You could never let me

down. I mean, I just saw you out there using all your free time to get better and help your friends get

better. Don’t you know how proud that made me?”

Laura wailed, “But if I hadn’t blown it with Los Halcones, I never would’ve needed to spend all summer

practicing! I only started to because I’m the worst one on the team!”

“Come here.” Toni led her over to the stone wall that bordered their parents’ property. Sighing, he sat

down beside her and put his arm around her shoulders. “Lalu, I’m sorry. I see that I’m the one who let

you down.”

Laura gasped. “How? You’re the best player in the county!”

Toni chuckled. “Well, maybe I am. I think you might be a bit biased about that. But I’ll tell you what I’m

not: the best player in my school.” He looked away for a moment, clearing his throat. Then he looked

back at her with a little smile. “Did you ever hear the saying, ‘big Lsh in a little pond’?”

Laura shook her head.

“Well, if there’s one big Lsh in a pond full of little Lsh, he might think he’s pretty hot stuO. But then one

day, he swims downstream to the ocean. And the Lrst time he sees a shark, he realizes he’s not that big

after all.”

Laura stared at him. “Toni, are you saying... you’re that not-so-big Lsh?”

Toni grinned. “That’s exactly what I’m saying. See, when I rolled into college on a soccer scholarship, I

deLnitely thought I was hot stuO. But my school recruits
10

from all across the country, Lalu. There are

guys on my team...” Shaking his head, he let out a low whistle. “This senior from Connecticut can sink

goals that would blow your mind. And there’s a guy from Miami who dribbles like he has four feet!”

“Like Tobin Heath?” Laura asked.

Toni nodded. “Yeah, like Tobin Heath. In fact, the dude missed a couple weeks of school to try out for

the men’s National Team.”

Laura bugged her eyes out to show how impressed she was.

[60]

[65]

[70]

10. Recruit (verb): to persuade people to join your team or organization
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“Exactly,” he said. “I saw real quick that the level on this team was high. And if I hadn’t gotten it in

practice, I sure got it at the Lrst game, all of which I spent sitting on the bench.” Toni was quiet for a

moment, a dark look on his face. “That was rough for me, Lalu. I went back to my dorm that night

thinking I was going to quit the team, quit college — all sorts of crazy stuO.”

“What stopped you?”

“Well, Lrst I thought about what Mom would say.” The siblings shared a look and burst out laughing.

“Yeah, I did not want to live through that. But I also got an attitude adjustment.
11

Bryce, that guy from

Connecticut who shoots like Cristiano Ronaldo,
12

came over to me at practice that week and gave me

some pointers. Just a quick comment on how I could get my goal shots to curve more. And… I realized

that instead of thinking about giving up, I should be thinking about rising up: rising to the level of my

teammates. Those guys wanted me to be better, so I needed to get better.”

Toni looked her right in the eyes. “If there’s one thing we know how to do in this family, it’s work hard. I

decided that I might not be the best player on the team, but I was sure going to be a better player by

the end of the year. I learned, Lalu; that’s all I focused on all year. And I’m ten times the soccer player I

was a year ago!

“That’s why I’m so proud of you. You went through a tough time on Los Halcones, but instead of giving

up, you found a solution. You found a way to learn.”

Laura smiled. “There’s a key for every lock, that’s what Mom says. You just have to look until you Lnd

the right one!”

Toni nodded. “Exactly. And I’ll tell you what: your little team is doing pretty good, but I think you’ve hit a

locked door. You’ve learned as much as you can from each other. You need some outside help to keep

growing.” He grinned at her. “How would you like me to be your coach for the next four weeks?”

“Oh, Toni, really?” Laura wrapped him in a huge hug. “That would be amazing! With your help, nothing

can stop us!”

The rest of the summer sped by in a blur of soccer. Laura and Toni planned practices together over

breakfast; ran drills and scrimmages in the hot sun at the sandlot all afternoon; and watched practice

videos after dinner to analyze each player’s performance. Some nights as Laura lay in bed, she thought

her brain was as sore as her muscles!

It turned out Dequan’s father had a friend who ran a summer soccer camp a few towns over. He and

Toni arranged for their practice group to play a friendly game against the kids from the camp. Laura

could hardly believe it. They were going to play a game like a real team!

“We need a team name,” she said to the others. It was their last practice before the game.

Toni smiled. “I’ve been thinking about that. What do you all think of Los Alacránes?”

Laura grimaced. “The scorpions? Ew.”

[75]

[80]

[85]

11. Adjustment (noun): a small change

12. Portugese professional soccer player; captain of the Portugal national team
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“No, wait, I think that’s perfect!” Isabel said. “Did you guys know that bark scorpions take Lve years to

grow to full size?”

“So?” Dequan looked unimpressed.

“So,” Isabel said, “in order to get bigger, they have to shed their hard exoskeleton.
13

It literally cracks

open and they crawl out, all soft and defenseless. And then their outer layer toughens up again to

protect them.”

They all stared at her.

“Don’t you see?” she said impatiently. “They’re always growing. They have to take a risk, and — ”

“I get it!” Laura exclaimed. “We’re like los alacránes! We started the summer trapped in our little shells

of ‘I’m no good at this.’ But we took a risk and shed those shells — and now we’re bigger and tougher

than ever!”

“Exactly.” Toni looked around at them with pride. “And tomorrow those other kids are going to feel our

sting.” Los Alacránes high-Lved all around, and Laura grinned with all her teeth.

The game was on a Thursday night at the permanent, well-lit Leld of the soccer camp. As Laura walked

out onto their perfectly groomed grass, she was surprised to see there was quite a crowd in the stands!

Her mom waved at her, and her dad winked, his hands full of snacks. Dequan’s brothers were there,

and even Isabel’s grandma came along. Suddenly, Laura’s pulse picked up, and her palms felt sweaty.

This was nothing like their sandlot!

“Hey,” Dequan said beside her. “If they play on this fancy Leld all the time, I bet they ain’t even ready

for what these desert scorpions can do.” They nodded at each other and ran to where Toni was leading

the team through warm-ups.

The game was exciting, and much closer than Laura had expected. Los Alacránes were outmatched, but

they put up a tough Lght. Dequan made an amazing save in the Lrst half, and Isabel scored a goal she

never could have back in June. And as for Laura, she didn’t miss a single pass.

In the end, Los Alacránes lost the game, 3-2. But as Laura hugged Toni on the sidelines, she had never

felt so proud.

On the way home after the game, Laura sat in the backseat of her parents’ car, squashed between

Dequan and Isabel. Classes were starting up in a week, but soccer tryouts weren’t until January.

“Dequan,” Laura said, “are you still trying to get faster?”

“Always,” Dequan said cheerfully. “That red-headed kid smoked me today.”

“What are you plotting now, Laura?” Isabel asked with a smile.

[90]

[95]

[100]

13. a hard covering on the outside of some invertebrate animals to provide support and protection; skeleton on the

outside of an animal
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“Well, I was thinking we might run cross country this fall. For every lock...”

“There is a key!” the three of them said together, bursting into laughter.

In the front seat, Laura’s mother smiled silently.

9



Text-Dependent Questions
Directions: For the following questions, choose the best answer or respond in complete sentences.

1. Which detail would be MOST important to include in a summary?

A. Laura continues to practice even when she wants to give up.

B. Laura and her mom spend a weekend cleaning up a vacant lot.

C. Laura’s brother visits from college and helps coach Laura’s soccer team.

D. The Piedmont Middle School soccer team lost their Lrst game of the season.

2. Which piece of evidence BEST supports the idea that failure leads to growth and
improvement?

A. “If Laura hadn’t been too ashamed to tell Toni that she was a failure, she would
have quit the team that day.” (Paragraph 13)

B. “Some evenings, wincing while her mother cleaned her latest scrapes with
rubbing alcohol, Laura thought about quitting.” (Paragraph 51)

C. “Dequan made an amazing save in the Lrst half, and Isobel scored a goal she
never could have back in June. And as for Laura, she didn’t miss a single pass.”
(Paragraph 96)

D. “Classes were starting up in a week, but soccer tryouts weren’t until January.”
(Paragraph 98)

3. Which statement BEST conveys what the comparison to scorpions in lines 86-93 reveals
about failure?

A. Failure cannot be overcome without taking a risk.

B. Failure allows people to learn from their mistakes.

C. Failure is not helpful if people are trying to succeed.

D. Failure should be avoided because it creates weakness.

4. What is the meaning of the phrase “For every lock, there is a key” in paragraphs 102-103?

A. Everyone needs to Lnd their own answers to their frustrations.

B. Everyone shares the same problems and frustrations.

C. There will always be problems to solve.

D. There is a solution to every problem.

10



5. Write a paragraph showing how Laura’s attitude toward failure changes over the course of
the story and what events cause those changes. Refer to two pieces of evidence to support
your response.

11



Discussion Questions
Directions: Brainstorm your answers to the following questions in the space provided. Be prepared to
share your original ideas in a class discussion.

1. What personality traits can help a person overcome failure?

2. Do success and winning always look the same?

12



CommonLit Lessons 
Directions:  In the next section, you will complete two CommonLit lessons.  Each activity or 

assessment is worth 100 points. 

See CommonLit Attachments



A Wrinkle in Time Novel Study Activities and 

Assessments Section
Directions:  In the next section, you will complete activities and assessments related to A 

Wrinkle in Time.  Each activity or assessment is worth 100 points. Where it says “pull” the 

words, simply cut and paste or write on a separate sheet of paper.



A Wrinkle in Time Chapters 1-4 Choiceboard
Directions:  In the next section, you will complete two choice board activities related to A 

Wrinkle in Time Chapters 1-4.  Each activity is worth 100 points. 



A Wrinkle in Time Digital (Paper Version) 

Interactive Notebook
Directions:  In the next section, you will complete the activities in the interactive notebook  

You will need scissors and glue to cut and paste the words in the appropriate categories..  

Each activity page is worth 100 points. 























The Time Machine Novel Study

Digital Grammar Notebook (Paper Version)

8 Parts of Speech

Directions:  Complete the Digital Notebook (attached) during our 

study of The Time Machine.  Point Value:  100 points for each page.   

You will need scissors and glue to cut and paste items in the 

appropriate category.





                  Helping Verbs Song
          (Sing to the tune of Jingle Bells)
Helping verbs, helping verbs
There are 23
Am is are was and were
Being been and be
Have has had
Do does did
Shall should will and would
There are five more helping verbs
May might must can could

Select “View”, and 
then
“Present”  to hear a 
video of this song!

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-F2JWKY63K0






 number?

     color?

   pronoun?

              ?          ?

  size?   color?







Test Your Knowledge
Highlight all of the adjectives in the 
paragraph below.

Sled dogs were important for 
transportation in arctic areas, hauling 
supplies in areas that were inaccessible 
by other methods. They were used with 
varying success in the explorations of 
both poles, as well as during the Alaskan 
gold rush. Sled dog teams delivered mail 
to rural communities in Alaska and 
northern Canada. Sled dogs today are 
still used by some rural communities, 
especially in areas of Alaska and 
Canada and throughout Greenland. 
They are used for recreational purposes, 
and are raced in events known as dog 
sled races such as the Iditarod and the 
Yukon Quest.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alaskan_gold_rush
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alaskan_gold_rush
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Greenland
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dog_sled_racing
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dog_sled_racing
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Iditarod
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Yukon_Quest
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Yukon_Quest






Lucille Ball was a very talented, 
red-headed actress from the 1950s.  She 
never failed to get a laugh out of her 
audience. Her modeling career took off 
quickly in 1929.  She  soon began 
appearing in short films.  During that time 
she met and married an extremely talented 
bandleader named Desi Arnez.  Later, 
Lucille and Desi starred in the famous 
sitcom, I Love Lucy. It was known as one of 
the most beloved shows on television.  
Lucille Ball later went on to be the first 
woman to run her own television studio.  
She will live forever in the heart of 
American television.  



                       Preposition Song
          
                                (To the Tune of Yankee Doodle)
 
Aboard, about, above, across, against, along,
Around, amid, among, after,at,
Except, for, during, down,
Behind, below, beneath, beside, between,
Before, beyond, by, in, from, off
On, over, of, until, unto, upon
Under, underneath, since, up, like, near, past
Throughout, through, with, within, without
Outside, toward, inside, into, to

Select “View”, and 
then
“Present”  to see a 
video of this song!

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GLmjfJyZ-iM


Create your own here!







Write here!









Underline  the nouns in red, the verbs in  blue, the 
pronouns in  yellow, the prepositions in  green, the 
adverbs in  pink, the adjectives in  orange, the 
conjunctions in  brown, and the interjections in 
BOLD purple.

Wow!  I never thought I would have 
come in first place with the swimming 
tournament.  Not only did I take first 
place, but also qualified for the state 
finals.  I will call my friends later to let 
them know the results.  I owe my 
success to diligently practicing on a daily 
basis.  Gee!  I can’t wait for my next 
race!



A Wrinkle in Time 
Chapter Quizzes and Questions

Directions:  Please complete the questions and quizzes for the novel 

as you read.  (See attached.)   A separate final test will be emailed 

to you.
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English II Section 
Verbs, Adjectives and Adverbs, Prepositions, Verbals
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Language Network:  

Chapter 5 Adjectives and Adverbs 

Chapter 5 Grammar Workbook Pages and Midpoint and Chapter 
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Chapter 6 Prepositions, Conjunctions, Interjections  (Practice and 
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Chapter 6 Grammar Workbook Pages and Midpoint and Chapter 

Tests (See Attached)

Chapter 7 Subject/Verb Agreement 

Chapter 7 Grammar Workbook Pages and Midpoint and Chapter 

Tests(See Attached  SEE ENGLISH PAGES (PRINTED SEPARATELY)



In some sentences, unusual word order makes the subject hard to find. To be sure
that the verb agrees with the subject, you first need to locate the subject.

Sentences That Begin with a Prepositional Phrase In some sentences that begin
with prepositional phrases, the subject comes after the verb.

Into the river scurried the otter. (scurried-verb., otter-subject.)

Turn the sentence around, putting the subject before the verb. Then make sure
that the verb agrees with the subject.

The otter scurried into the river.

Sentences That Begin with Here or There In most sentences that begin with here
or there, the subject comes after the verb. Again, check subject-verb agreement
after reordering the words of the sentence.

There are the boundaries of the farm. (There is not the subject; boundaries is.)
The boundaries of the farm are there.

Questions In many questions, the subject follows the verb or comes between
parts of the verb. 

Does this river flow south or east? (Does flow = verb, river = subject)

Change the parts around to normal word order. Then check subject-verb
agreement.

This river does flow south or east.

A. Recognizing Verbs and Subjects in Unusual Positions 
In each sentence, find and underline the verb or parts of the verb. Then find the
subject and underline it twice. On the line at the right, identify whether the noun
and verb are both Singular or Plural.

1. Is Susan going to the dance? ________________

2. Here are my grandparents now. ________________

3. There were three hats on the rack earlier. ________________

4. Peacefully flows the river to the sea. ________________

5. Is my brother playing on your team? ________________

B. Making Verbs Agree with Subjects in Unusual Positions
Underline both the subject and the correct form of the verb in parentheses.

1. (Does, Do) snakes eat toads?
2. There (is, are) some aphids on the stem.
3. Underneath every leaf (lurks, lurk) a caterpillar.  
4. (Is, Are) the ladybugs eating the aphids?
5. Into the soil (goes, go) the seeds.
6. (Does, Do) you grow corn or beans?
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An indefinite pronoun does not refer to a definite, or specific, person, place, thing,
or idea. 

When used as subjects, some indefinite pronouns are always singular. Others are
always plural. Others can be singular or plural depending on how they are used. 

Singular indefinite pronouns take singular verbs. 

Everybody likes good food.

Plural indefinite pronouns take plural verbs. 

Many like hot, spicy food.

All, any, most, none, and some can be singular or plural. If the pronoun refers to a
single person or thing, it takes a singular verb. If it refers to more than one person
or thing, it takes a plural verb. 

All of the hamburgers were eaten. (more than one hamburger was eaten)

All of the hamburger was eaten. (hamburger is considered a unit)

Making Indefinite Pronouns and Verbs Agree
In each sentence, underline the indefinite pronoun used as subject and the verb. 
(If a verb includes more than one word, underline only the first helping verb.) If the
verb agrees with the subject, write Correct on the line. If it does not agree, write
the correct verb form.

EXAMPLE Some of the invitations was mailed. were

1. All of the guests was eating the birthday cake. ______________

2. Everyone were singing loudly. ______________

3. Someone has given me a boardgame. ______________

4. Most of the favors was bought at the candy store. ______________

5. Both of my brothers were trying to open my gifts! ______________

6. Each of the guests have played this game before. ______________

7. Some of the birthday cake were eaten before the party! ______________

8. Is any of the presents not opened yet? ______________

9. Everything was bought at my favorite store. ______________
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Indefinite Pronouns
Always Singular another each everything nothing something

anybody either neither one
anyone everybody nobody somebody
anything everyone no one someone

Always Plural both few many several
Singular or Plural all any most none some



Many errors in subject-verb agreement occur when a prepositional phrase falls
between the subject and verb.

The subject of a verb is never part of a prepositional phrase. Mentally block out any
words between the subject and verb. Make the verb agree with the subject. 

This photo of trees and flowers wins first prize. (singular subject and verb)
The trees in the photo are stately. (plural subject and verb)

A. Making Subjects and Verbs Agree
Underline the subject of each sentence. Draw a line through any phrase that
separates the subject from the verb. Finally, underline the verb in parentheses that
agrees with the subject.

1. The view of the lawns and gardens (was, were) breathtaking.
2. One huge tree with the red and yellow leaves (is, are) in the background. 
3. The trees in the orchard (provide, provides) apples for pies and cobblers.
4. A house with the white-trimmed windows (is, are) at the top of the hill.
5. The days of autumn (thrills, thrill) me every year.
6. Hours of raking and other cleanup work (pays, pay) off in the spring.
7. A lawn under a carpet of red and golden leaves (reminds, remind) me of my

bed covered with a warm blanket. 
8. The city park, in the opinion of many residents, (is, are) at its best in fall

B. Making Subjects and Verbs Agree
Underline the subject of each sentence. Draw a line through any phrase that
separates the subject from the verb. Then write the form of the verb in
parentheses that agrees with the subject.

1. Marie, in a heavy parka and waterproof hiking boots, (love) walking in 
the woods in winter. ______________

2. Books with the author’s signature (be) worth more. ______________

3. A clown with three dogs in a wagon (be) leading the parade. ______________

4. Tall frameworks of iron (support) skyscrapers. ______________

5. Artists of that group (lead) the way toward a new style. ______________

6. Slippers of glass, in reality, (be) not very useful. ______________

7. A paper with more than six erasures (receive) a lower grade. ______________

8. The fourth book in that series (have) the strongest plot of all. ______________
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A compound subject is made up of two or more simple subjects joined by a
conjunction such as and, or, or nor.

And A compound subject whose subjects are joined by and usually takes a 
plural verb. 

The dog and the horse have been important to humans for centuries.

Or or Nor When the parts of a compound subject are joined by or or nor, the verb
should agree with the part closest to it. 

Either the still photos or the video shows the lion’s mane.
Neither the spider nor the centipede is an insect.

Making Verbs Agree with Compound Subjects
In each sentence, underline each part of the compound subject. Underline twice
the word joining the parts. Then underline the verb in parentheses that agrees with
the subject.

1. Either the wild dogs or the baboon (makes, make) that howling sound.
2. Neither crackers nor bread (is, are) good for the ducks.
3. The tourists and their guide (waits, wait) tensely for the elephant to cross 

the road.
4. Neither the tourists nor their guide (has, have) time to photograph the gazelle.
5. Either the salt lick or the acorns (attracts, attract) the deer to this spot.
6. Both the zoo director and his assistants (speaks, speak) at fundraisers.
7. Neither the drivers nor the pedestrian with a boom box (hears, hear) the birds.
8. Either the deer or the beavers (has, have) been eating the small saplings.
9. Neither the library filmstrips nor the TV documentary (mentions, mention) the

mongoose.
10. The collie and the sheepdog (is, are) both from Europe.
11. In many folktales, either wolves or a wicked stepmother (threatens, threaten)

the children.
12. Neither the skunk nor the dogs (wants, want) to see each other.
13. Among reindeer, both the male and the female (grows, grow) antlers.
14. Neither my spaniel nor my neighbor’s terriers (does, do) tricks.
15. Bug bites or a bee sting (causes, cause) allergic reactions in some people.
16. The squirrels and the pigeons (competes, compete) for the bird seed that my

neighbor puts out.
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An interjection is a word or short phrase used to express emotion, such as wow
and my goodness.

Boy, that was a high jump!
Hey! How can she run so fast?

Identifying Interjections
Read each sentence. If it contains an interjection, write the interjection on the line
to the right. If it does not contain an interjection, write None on the line.

1. Excellent! We have tickets to the regional track meet! ________________

2. Hey, aren’t we supposed to go this way to our seats? ________________

3. I don’t know who is competing in this race. Do you? ________________

4. Ick! Do they call this pizza? ________________

5. Heavens! The crowd here is huge! ________________

6. Ouch! Somebody just stepped on my foot. ________________

7. Finally, here we are at our seats. ________________

8. Quick, which race is starting now? ________________

9. Wow! Look at those runners go! ________________

10. Gosh, those two runners seemed to cross the finish line together. ________________

11. Which runner will be awarded the prize? ________________

12. Fantastic! The one from our high school has won! ________________

13. When does the stadium close? Is it soon? ________________

14. Great! We can stay for a about two more hours. ________________

15. The athletes who compete here practice every day for hours. Amazing! ________________

16. Okay, which event comes next? ________________

17. The runners are lining up at the starting line. ________________

18. Zoom! There they go! ________________
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A verb must agree with its subject in number. Number refers to whether a word is
singular—naming one—or plural—naming more than one.

A singular subject takes a singular verb.

That poster announces a garage sale. (singular subject, singular verb)

A plural subject takes a plural verb.

Those posters announce garage sales. (plural subject, plural verb)

In a sentence with a verb phrase, the first helping verb must agree with 
the subject.

The neighbors have been joining in an annual sale.

The contractions doesn’t and don’t are short forms of does not and do not. Use
doesn’t with all singular subjects except I and you. Use don’t with all plural
subjects, I, and you.

Doesn’t your neighborhood have sales? Don’t your neighbors like sales?

Making Subjects and Verbs Agree in Number 
In each sentence, underline the subject. Then underline the verb in parentheses
that agrees with the subject.

1. The bicycle (was, were) not for sale. 
2. Marie always (look, looks) for mystery novels.
3. Her father (want, wants) to find old hand tools.
4. The newspaper (include, includes) ads for garage sales. 
5. The ads (list, lists) some of the things for sale. 
6. The sellers (were, was) still marking prices when the first customers came. 
7. (Don’t, Doesn’t) Marc want to go to the sale?
8. (Has, Have) Ashley ever bought anything here?
9. I (am, are) looking for old vinyl records.

10. We (haven’t, hasn’t) found any hardcover books. 

B. Identifying Subjects and Verbs That Agree in Number
In each sentence, underline the subject and the verb. On the line following the
sentence, write whether the two parts of the sentence Agree or Disagree in
number.

1. Several coyotes has been spotted in the park. ______________

2. The kite rises easily in this wind. ______________

3. You has worn my boots! ______________

4. The mail has arrived already. ______________

5. Most drivers obeys the traffic rules. ______________

C
op

yr
ig

ht
 ©

 M
cD

ou
ga

l L
itt

el
l I

nc
.

For use with Pupil’s Edition pp. 166–168 GRAMMAR, USAGE, AND MECHANICS WORKBOOK 133

Lesson
1 Agreement in Number Reteaching

Name Date

CHAPTER   7



A prepositional phrase is always related to another word in a sentence. It modifies
the word in the same way an adjective or adverb does.

An adjective phrase is a prepositional phrase that modifies a noun or a pronoun. 
It can tell which one, how many, or what kind.

The trees on the mountain top were spindly. (The phrase on the mountain top
modifies the noun trees.)

An adverb phrase is a prepositional phrase that modifies a verb, an adjective, or
another adverb. It usually tells where, when, how, why, or to what extent.

Modifying a verb The hikers stayed on the trail. (The phrase on the trail
modifies the verb stayed.)

Modifying an adjective Our bodies felt heavy with fatigue. (The phrase with fatigue
modifies the adjective heavy.)

Modifying an adverb My grandmother hiked well for her age. (The phrase for 
her age modifies the adverb well.)

Placement of Prepositional Phrases Place the prepositional phrase close to the
word it modifies, or else you may confuse your readers.

Confusing With four babies, we surprised a mother bird.
Better We surprised a mother bird with four babies.

Identifying Prepositional Phrases
Underline the prepositional phrase in each sentence. If it is an adjective phrase,
write ADJ on the line to the right. If it is an adverb phrase, write ADV.

1. Last summer our whole family hiked up a mountain. ________

2. From the beginning the trail was rocky and steep. ________

3. Hiking shoes with tough soles were absolutely necessary. ________

4. The trail led us up a steep rise. ________

5. On one side was a rocky ledge. ________

6. The view from the other side was fantastic. ________

7. The other mountains across the valley looked beautiful too. ________

8. My dad carried a camera around his neck. ________

9. We stopped along the way to take pictures. ________

10. After a while we got pretty hungry and ate lunch. ________

11. The trip down the mountain was easier than the trip up. ________
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A preposition is a word that shows a relationship between a noun or pronoun and
some other word in the sentence. 

The girls are playing in the yard. (in shows the relationship between girls and yard)

A prepositional phrase consists of a preposition, its object, and any modifiers of
the object. The object of the preposition is the noun or pronoun following the
preposition.

Rome is the capital of Italy. (The preposition is of, the object of the preposition
is Italy, and the prepositional phrase is of Italy.)

Sometimes the same word can be used as a preposition or as an adverb. If the
word has no object, it is an adverb.

Adverb We spent the afternoon walking around. (no object)
Preposition We walked around the city streets. (object = streets)

A. Finding Prepositions and Their Objects
Underline the preposition in each sentence. Underline the object or objects of the
preposition twice. 

1. The plane finally landed in Rome.
2. I had actually reached the city of my dreams. 
3. I gazed out the window as we taxied closer.
4. Was that the Coliseum I saw to the right?
5. I imagined Julius Caesar marching with his troops.
6. During the next few days, I would explore the city.

B. Recognizing Prepositions and Adverbs 
Decide whether the boldfaced word is a preposition or an adverb. Write P on the
line if it is a preposition. Write A if it is an adverb.

1. I could barely see through the window because it was steamed up. ________

2. Let us drive through, please. ________

3. Turn the light on before you enter the room. ________

4. Write your name on the top line. ________
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about at despite like to
above before down near toward
across behind during of under
after below except off until
against beneath for on up
along beside from out with
among between in over within
around beyond inside past without
as by into through



A negative is a word that means no.

Common Negative Words

barely never none nothing can’t (cannot)
hardly no no one nowhere don’t (do not)
neither nobody not scarcely hasn’t (has not)

If two negative words are used where only one is needed, the result is a double
negative. Avoid double negatives in your speaking and writing.

Nonstandard My dog hardly never obeys me. (double negative)
Standard My dog hardly ever obeys me.

A. Recognizing the Correct Use of Negatives
Circle the letter of the sentence from each pair that uses negatives correctly. 

1. a. June hasn’t never had a pet.
b. June hasn’t ever had a pet.

2. a. Nobody in our family wants a dog except me.
b. Nobody in our family doesn’t want a dog except me.

3. a. My mother says she doesn’t need no dog to take care of.
b. My mother says she doesn’t need any dog to take care of.

4. a. I can’t convince anybody that having a dog would be fun.
b. I can’t convince nobody that having a dog would be fun.

B. Avoiding Double Negatives
Underline the word in parentheses that correctly completes each sentence. 

1. We (couldn’t, could) scarcely believe our eyes yesterday when we came home
and found a cat in our house.

2. No one had told (any, none) of us that we were getting a cat. 
3. My mother said, “We didn’t want (either, neither) of you to know about this.”
4. My brothers and I clearly remember our dad saying, “We aren’t (never, ever)

going to have a pet in this household.”
5. Our dad didn’t say (nothing, anything) to us when he changed his mind.
6. He had seen the TV show about all those cats who didn’t have (anywhere,

nowhere) to live.
7. Our cat was still in the animal shelter because she wasn’t wanted by (nobody,

anybody) else.
8. Our parents couldn’t have given us (no, any) better gift than our cat Jingles. C
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Some pairs of adjectives and adverbs are often sources of confusion and mistakes.

Good or Well

Good is always an adjective; it modifies a noun or pronoun. Well is usually an
adverb; it modifies a verb, adverb, or adjective. Well is an adjective when it refers
to your health.

Adjective That was a good meal. I felt good about it.
I didn’t feel well after I drank the spoiled milk.

Adverb My father cooks well.

Real or Really
Real is always an adjective: it modifies a noun or pronoun. Really is always an
adverb; it modifies a verb, adverb, or adjective.

Adjective Dessert was a real treat.
Adverb I was really hungry.

Bad or Badly
Bad is always an adjective: it modifies a noun or pronoun. Badly is always an
adverb; it modifies a verb, adverb, or adjective.

Adjective Those eggs smell bad.
Adverb She burned the roast badly.

Using the Correct Adjective or Adverb
Underline the correct modifier from those given in parentheses. 

1. One day, I decided to make a (real, really) fine dinner for my family.
2. Unfortunately, my stew turned out (bad, badly). 
3. I was in a (real, really) hurry and forgot some of the ingredients. 
4. I'm afraid I cooked the meat (bad, badly). 
5. The stew both looked and smelled (bad, badly).
6. I decided I (real, really) wanted my mother to teach me how to cook.
7. My mother is a (good, well) cook.
8. I don't think she has made a (bad, badly) meal in her life.  
9. We had a (good, well) time as she taught me.

10. I did my best to make a (real, really) good dinner.
11. I felt (good, well) when my family said they enjoyed it.
12. My family ate (good, well) that night.
13. I am happy to say that everyone in my family felt (good, well) after eating 

my meal.
14. I was proud of my first (real, really) success. 
15. I think my Mom and I work (good, well) together.

C
op

yr
ig

ht
 ©

 M
cD

ou
ga

l L
itt

el
l I

nc
.

For use with Pupil’s Edition pp. 136–137 GRAMMAR, USAGE, AND MECHANICS WORKBOOK 115

Lesson
6 Adjective or Adverb? Reteaching

Name Date

CHAPTER   5



Adjectives and adverbs can be used to compare people or things. Special forms of
these words are used to make comparisons.

Use the comparative form of an adjective or adverb when you compare a person
or thing with one other person or thing. Use the superlative form of an adjective or
adverb when you compare someone or something with more than one other
person or thing.

Comparative The Pacific Ocean is larger than the Atlantic Ocean.
Superlative The Pacific Ocean is the largest ocean in the world.

For most one-syllable modifiers, add -er to form the comparative (young, younger)
and -est to form the superlative (old, oldest).

You can also add -er and -est to some two-syllable adjectives. With others, and with
two-syllable adverbs, use the words more and most (more careful, most calmly). 

To form the comparative or superlative form of most modifiers with three syllables,
use the words more and most (more dangerous, most dangerous; more clumsily,
most clumsily). 

Be sure to use only one sign of comparison at a time. Do not use -er and more
together. (harder, not more harder).

The comparative and superlative forms of some adjectives and adverbs are formed
in irregular ways: good, better, best; bad, worse, worst; well, better, best; much,
more, most; little, less, least.

Identifying Comparative and Superlative Modifiers
On the line, label the boldfaced modifier C for comparative, or S for superlative. 

1. Is the Indian Ocean shallower than the Atlantic Ocean? ________

2. The Pacific is the deepest of the oceans. ________

3. Tidal waves cause worse damage to the coastline than to the inland dunes. ________

4. A sea is smaller than an ocean. ________

5. The longest river in the world is the Nile in Africa. ________

6. Which river carries more water, the Nile or the Amazon? ________

7. Actually, the Amazon has the most abundant water supply of any river. ________

8. In many rivers, the water flows more rapidly near its source than close to 
its mouth. ________

9. Does the Mississippi River have fewer tributaries than the Missouri? ________

10. The best place to canoe on a river is away from sandbars and shallow areas. ________
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An adverb is a word that modifies a verb, an adjective, or another adverb. Adverbs
answer the questions how, when, where, or to what extent. 

Modifying a verb The fashion designer skillfully sketches her ideas. 

Modifying an adjective She is always excited about her shows.

Modifying an adverb The seamstress sews very well. 

Adverbs that modify adjectives or other adverbs usually come directly before the
word they modify. They usually answer the question To what extent?

Many adverbs are formed by adding the suffix -ly to adjectives. Sometimes a base
word’s spelling changes whey -ly is added.

Adjective bright nimble cozy
Adverb brightly nimbly cozily

Identifying Adverbs 
Underline all the adverbs in each sentence. If there are no adverbs in a sentence,
write None on the line to the right.

1. There is a big sale at the mall. ______________

2. People who shop wisely can save a great deal of money. ______________

3. Denice always goes to sales. ______________

4. In the past, she has been very lucky with her buys. ______________

5. She bought a rather expensive necklace very cheaply. ______________

6. She feels happy when she finds a real deal. ______________

7. For example, she once bought a nearly new tent at the outdoors store. ______________

8. She will rather proudly show you the suitcase she bought for a dollar. ______________

9. If you want a good deal, stay close to Deniece. ______________

10. She is amazingly skillful in spending and saving money. ______________
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Adverbs
How? eagerly
When? early
Where? outside
To what extent? totally



Some nouns and pronouns can be used as adjectives. They can modify nouns.

Pronouns as Adjectives
This, that, these, and those are demonstrative pronouns that can be used as
adjectives. My, our, your, his, her, its, and their are possessive pronouns that can
be used as adjectives. Indefinite pronouns such as all, each, both, few, many,
most, and some can be used as adjectives. 

Demonstrative pronoun Explorers searched for that tomb.
Possessive pronoun They finally discovered its entrance. 
Indefinite pronoun They found many treasures.

Nouns as Adjectives Some nouns can be used as adjectives.

Noun In the tomb was a necklace honoring the sun god.

Identifying Nouns and Pronouns Used as Adjectives
Underline the nouns or pronouns that are used as adjectives in each sentence. 

1. A boy king named Tutankhamen ruled his land of Egypt for only a few years
many centuries ago.

2. This pharaoh was only 18 at the time of his death.
3. When he was buried, his subjects surrounded him with many treasures.
4. At that time, all pharaohs of Egypt were buried with their favorite possessions,

in case they would be needed in the afterlife. 
5. Unfortunately, successors of Tutankhamen destroyed all monuments built in 

his honor.
6. All Egyptians forgot the location of his tomb.
7. In 1922, Howard Carter rediscovered this tomb. 
8. This archaeologist had been searching for that site for many years. 
9. Most people thought this discovery was spectacular. 

10. Many royal tombs had been discovered, and their treasures had been stolen.
11. Luckily, few people had entered this tomb over the centuries.
12. A magnificent gold mask of Tutankhamen still covered the head and shoulders

of his mummy. 
13. In his tomb, those explorers also found many beautiful items including animal

figures, ship models, and feather fans.
14. These items provided a picture of the daily lives of many ancient Egyptians. 
15. Most items from this tomb are now in a Cairo museum. 
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A predicate adjective is an adjective that follows a linking verb and describes the
verb’s subject. The linking verb connects the predicate adjective with the subject. 

The flood in spring was disastrous. (disastrous describes flood)

Often, forms of be are linking verbs, as in the above example. However, predicate
adjectives can also follow other linking verbs, such as taste, smell, feel, look,
become, and seem.

Such a calamity seemed nearly impossible. (impossible describes calamity)

Identifying Predicate Adjectives
Underline the predicate adjective in each sentence. If the sentence has no
predicate adjective, write None on the line to the right.

1. The valley in Johnstown, Pennsylvania, was very deep. ______________

2. The hills around Johnstown were high. ______________

3. The lake above Johnstown seemed unusually full. ______________

4. The concrete dam appeared weak. ______________

5. That day—May 31, 1889,—was stormy. ______________

6. The levels of the lake became dangerously high. ______________

7. Water rose almost to the top of the dam. ______________

8. The situation quickly became critical. ______________

9. Efforts to warn people were too late. ______________

10. When the dam broke, it sounded explosive. ______________

11. The flood waters were unstoppable. ______________

12. The flood destroyed everything in its path. ______________

13. The devastation of Johnstown was incredibly rapid. ______________

14. Once people heard of the disaster, they were generous to the victims. ______________

15. The process of rebuilding Johnstown was slow. ______________
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An adjective is a word that modifies, or describes, a noun or a pronoun.

Articles
The most commonly used adjectives are the articles a, an, and the. A and an refer
to someone or something in general. Use a before a word beginning with a
consonant and an before a word beginning with a vowel.

A day at the beach can be an interesting experience.

The points out a specific person, place, thing, or idea.

Did you bring the suntan lotion?

Proper Adjectives
Many adjectives are formed from common nouns, such as sandy from sand.
Proper adjectives are formed from proper nouns. Proper adjectives are always
capitalized.

Identifying Adjectives
Underline all the adjectives, including articles, in each sentence. 

1. Many families headed for a favorite beach last week during the hot weather.
2. One particular family went to a pleasant beach on the ocean.
3. They brought along the Chinese umbrella they always take. 
4. The umbrella protected them from the harmful rays of the sun. 
5. The young children spent time playing in the fine sand. 
6. The oldest boy, Alexander, jumped in and out of the large waves. 
7. The cold water was a welcome relief from the steamy day. 
8. After several hours the family decided it was time to get some food.
9. They walked over to the Boardwalk where they found an Italian restaurant.

10. They walked in and ordered a huge platter of 36 shrimp.
11. Afterwards, they walked along the rocky edge of the beach.
12. The parents admired the beautiful lighthouse in the distance.
13. An quick game of volleyball topped off the day. 
14. On the way home, the weary family talked about their wonderful day.
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Adjectives
What kind? sunny day, cool evening
Which one or ones? nearest umbrella, next day
How many or how much? many waves, 90 degrees

Proper Nouns Proper Adjectives
Asia Asian
Mexico Mexican


