
1. Decide which philosophy you want to use: Legalism, Confucianism, or 
Daoism. 

2. Create a school name (must relate to your philosophy and cannot 
include the name of philosophy or philosopher!) Use your notes from 
previous week’s packet. (see examples at end for ideas to start)

3. Complete slide presentation (for packet, just complete work on 
pages)
a. Make it colorful leave as little white space as possible

i. May 4-8: work on presentations
ii. May 11-15: present during class time

Name: ________________________________

Schools of Philosophy Project



School Name: _________________________________

School Motto: 



Mission Statement 
4-5 sentences describing what your school is about and why. What are your core values? You are 
basically explaining your philosophy without saying the philosophy! Must have correct spelling, 
capitalization, grammar etc.
 



School Rules: All rules must relate to your philosophy
You need a minimum of 7 rules, no more than 10

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

10.



Grading Policy 
How will students be assessed? Must relate to 
your philosophy! 
Traditional grading scale (A,B, C, D etc)  could 
be an option

How else will your school assess/grade 
students? For example at Oak you receive a 
letter grade AND citizenship grade AND work 
habits grade. Make sure it relates to your 
philosophy!



Clubs and Activities
What are 5 clubs or activities offered at your school? 

1. Provide 2-3 COMPLETE SENTENCES explaining each (must relate to your philosophy) 
2. You can add more if you want

Name of Club/Activity Why is this offered?



School Map 
Draw a map of your school.



School Uniforms 
Draw a picture of your school uniforms. Make sure it relates to your philosophy.



Family Letter
Dear Families,

In 5-6 sentences explain why families should send students to your school! Must have correct spelling, capitalization, 
grammar etc

 



Shiloh Elementary 
School

“Peace and harmony is the way to go!”



Peace and Purity  
                               Love the Environment



Thutmose II 
Middle School

School Motto: “Hard work beats talent, when talent fails to 
work hard.”



RESOURCE

Legalism is based on the teachings of Han Feizi. He developed his teachings during the 
Warring States period, a time of great chaos and violence in China (after the Zhou dynasty).  
His teachings greatly influenced the first emperor of the Qin dynasty, Shi Huangdi. 
Han Feizi and fellow legalists had the following beliefs:
1. Rulers should use the legal system (aka laws) to force people to obey
2. Humans are naturally evil and will only do good things if they are forced to do so 
3. Governments should use harsh punishments to make people afraid to do wrong
4. If one person in a community breaks a law, everyone should be punished. This is called 

collective punishment. 
5. No one should question the government
6. No other philosophies or beliefs are tolerated, and any books of these philosophies 

would be burned. 
Legalists value
1. Order
2. Obedience
3. Strict laws



RESOURCE
Confucianism is based on the teachings of Confucius who lived sometimes 
between 551 and 479 BCE. His teachings were written down by his students and 
collected into a book called “The Analects.” Many Chinese dynasties would 
base their rule around Confucius's teachings. 

Confucius and his followers had the following beliefs:
1. One should respect others and behave properly
2. Filial piety, or respect for your parents was the most important, even more 

important than respect for the government
3. A ruler should set good examples for his or her people
4. A ruler’s subjects should obey their ruler
Confucianists value:
1. Respect
2. Education and wisdom
3. A strong government led by a respected ruler



Chinese Philosophies Day 1
Taoism (pronounced DOW-ISM) is based on teachings of Lao Tzu and 
is believed to be the oldest of the three philosophies. Lao Tzu wrote his 
teachings in the “Tao te Ching” and Taoism is often symbolized by the 
yin and yang symbol. 
Lao Tzu and his fellow Taoists had the following beliefs:
People should seek to find harmony and peace within nature
All living things have a living force that flow through them called the 
Tao, which means “the way”
Rules and government are not the best way to live (making them very 
different from Legalists and Confucianists)
Not getting involved in solving the problems of society
Taoists value:
1. Non-action
2. Peace and harmony
3. nature



Chinese Philosophies Day 1
DIRECTIONS: Based on what you have read, complete the questions below!

What are the pros and cons of each philosophy?

Philosophy Pro Con

Legalism Discipline
Fair-follow the law & no 

punishment

Less freedom
Prejudice (humans evil)

Confucianism Focused on education
Calm, respect for all
-merit system (fair)

-respect for parents comes 
before respect for 
government

Taoism -builds confidence (life force 
inside); peace/harmony

Rules & gov not the best 
way to live


