
Mrs. Hanton wins Golden Apple Award

 
 
Mrs. Cheryl (Foster) Hanton, fifth grade teacher at Saint Augustine Catholic School, on May 31 won the 
Golden Apple Award for teaching excellence in the Archdiocese of Washington. 
 
At a surprise ceremony at St. Augustine Catholic Church, Mr. Chris Buchleitner, associate superintendent 
of school for the Archdiocese of Washington, gave Mrs. Hanton the award, as Saint Augustine School 
students, staff, and friends and family of Mrs. Hanton looked on. 
 
Golden Apple Awards are given annually to ten educators based on excellence in instructional strategies, 
Catholic identity, and knowledge of curriculum. The Archdiocese of Washington includes 52 K-8 schools 
in Washington, D.C., and five counties in Maryland. Mrs. Erica Iweanoge, a school parent, nominated 
Mrs. Hanton for the award. 
 
“Thank you to God. To God be the glory,” a visibly moved Mrs. Hanton said. The award includes a $5,000 
prize, certificate, and golden apple. Sister Jane Onyeneri, HHCJ, who was then the director of religious 
education at St. Augustine, was the school’s last Golden Apple Award winner, in 2011. 
 
Interviewed after receiving her award, Mrs. Hanton said that she tries to teach all of her students as 
though they were her children or grandchildren, both challenging them and showing them love as 
though the children were her fresh and blood.  
 
“She gives 100 percent,” said Alphonzo Walker, who attended Saint Augustine through sixth grade in the 
Class of 1996 and has become an “adopted son” of Mrs. Hanton. “She’s down to earth, so you can 



discuss anything on your mind with her.” Mrs. Hanton’s son Michael Hanton ’02 and her daughter Alaia 
Hanton ’00, along with Mrs. Hanton’s two granddaughters, one of whom is a seventh grader, while the 
other graduated from St. Augustine last year, attended the May 31 award event. 
 
Fr. Patrick A. Smith, pastor of St. Augustine, complimented Mrs. Hanton for exercising her gift of 
teaching at St. Augustine through difficulties and challenges. “You fought the good fight,” he said. As 
their children were making their way as young adults, Mrs. Hanton’s husband Von Hanton, passed away 
in 2016. 
 
Born in the District of Columbia, Mrs. Hanton and her family moved to Prince George’s County when she 
was young, and after beginning elementary school at Our Lady Queen of Peace School, S.E., she 
graduated from St. Margaret of Scotland School in Seat Pleasant and attended high school at St. 
Cecelia’s Academy. 
 
After initially studying to be a surgical nurse at Howard University, she realized that healthcare was not 
an optimal career for her after a trip to the city morgue. She changed her major to Elementary 
Education with a minor in Psychology and completed student teaching assignments in the Pre-
Kindergarten and Kindergarten levels. 
 
Hired by Sister Barbara Spears, O.S.P., principal of St. Augustine, soon after her friend Ms. Avis 
Baltimore, weeks after their Howard graduation in 1976, Mrs. Hanton and her fifth-grade class shared 
the second room of the St. Augustine School building with another school that leased the space, while 
the rest of the middle school occupied the first floor and basement of the school building, and the 
primary grades (K-4) occupied the school building at Bishop’s Gate.   
 
Early in her teaching career, Mrs. Hanton learned to put in extra effort to engage with students who 
might be the “class clown” or might have difficulty learning, and in doing so, her students tended to 
learn more. She would discipline her students firmly but with kindness and fairness. 
 
“I fell in love with the students, the school, and the staff,” she said of her early months at St. Augustine. 
Early in her work at the school, she decided she did not want to teach anywhere else.  
 
Mrs. Hanton earned a Master’s degree from Grand Canyon University in 2009.  


